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acted in ignorance of the results that might be brought about.
Hence, probably, in this case the unsuccessful effort of the
to shelter herself by the plea that she understood
imjch more than seems to have been sanctioned by the prac-
titioner who had been in attendance upon the child. In the

future successful action under the section may largely
depend upon the due following up of notification returns by
the delivery of printed precautions at infected houses.

THE CAPE MEDICAL ACT.

THE dissatisfaction with several provisions of the Act,
notably those affecting registered practitioners practising
midwifery, has found further expression in a petition to the
House of Assembly from about forty medical men practising
;n Cape Town and the neighbourhood. They find that the
clauses in question tend to deter qualified persons from
obstetric practice. No greater unkindness and injury
can be done to lying-in women. They also complain
of the clause preventing the sale of medicines by medical
men unless they are also registered as chemists. Another

great evil is the wholesale sale, without let or licence, of

patent medicines, made up by irresponsible persons and
iiold indiscriminately to the public.

" PSYCHO-THERAPEUTICS."

WE published in THE LANCET of Aug. 20th, 1892, an article
.entitled "Psycho-Therapeutics: a Scientific Fragment, by
Wm. Dale, M.D.Lond." It has been brought to our notice
that a large nnmber of the quotations contained in the
paper are the same as those given in the well-known work
l)y Dr. Hack Tuke, entitled The Influence of the Mind upon
the Body." Seeing that Dr. Tuke’s name did not once

appeal in the article, we have directed Dr. Dale’s atten-

tion to these circumstances and he has forwarded us the

following letter of explanation, which, in justice to Dr. Tuke,
we reproduce.

, Bishopsteignton, Oct. 8th, 1892.
DEAR SlES,&mdash;It is six or seven years, as well as I can

remember, since I gathered together the contents of the

paper on Psycho-Therapeutics, and I have no record of the
places and people from whom they came. Yet I remember
we had Dr. Hack Tuke’s work in the library of the hospital,
where I was physician at the time, and that I made extracts
from that work. The article Psycho-therapeutics, let me

add, has no pretence to originality ; but I sincerely regret
that in it I was not able to give as quotations the matter
that was not my own, on the ground I have already stated.
I have never seen Dr. Tuke’s book from that day to this. I

hope this explanation will be satisfactory ; at least, I have
no other to give. I remain, dear Sirs, yours faithfully,

WM. DALE.
P.S.&mdash;I think you will see that under the circumstances I

vr3s not guilty of any intended plagiarism.

REMOVAL OF THE GASSERIAN GANGLION.

ON Saturday, the 15th inst., at King’s College Hospital,
Mr. Rose operated on a case of inveterate trigeminal tic in a
Ionian aged fifty-six. Inasmuch as both the second and third
- iivisions of the nerve were involved, it was decided after con-
:,nltation with Dr. Ferrier to attack directly the Gasserian
’;anglion. This was accordingly done on the same lines as
detailed in Mr. Rose’s recently published work on the subject
("The Surgery of Trigeminal Neuralgia"). The base of
the skull was trephined a little anterior and external to the
’oramen ovale, and the intervening bridge of bone removed.
’1’he dura mater was not damaged by the trephine in
this case, but the operation was somewhat protracted
JI1 account of severe haemorrhage from the internal

,112,xillary vein. The third division was traced up into the

<;anglion and excised and the second division isolated
HHl divided, the ophthalmic trunk being left intact.

no attempt was made to remove the whole of the ganglion,

but it was freely divided by the cutting hook as high as pos-
sible and broken up with a small curette. The patient has
made satisfactory progress since the ’operation ; she is per-
fectly free from pain and, as far as can be ascertained with-
out disturbing the eye-pad, there is total anaesthesia of the

right side of the face, nostril and tongue. The tempera-
ture has been practically normal, and the patient ex-

presses herself as very comfortable. There has been a

considerable discharge of cerebro-spinal fluid, probably
from wound of the dural sheath surrounding the ganglion.
This is the seventh patient on whom Mr. Rose has operated.
The sixth case proved fatal from septic meningitis, possibly
due to contamination through a damaged Eustachian tube.
It occurred in a feeble old woman of sixty-eight, who had
suffered intensely for many years. In the other five cases
there has been no recurrence of the neuralgia, except in one
neurotic individual, where the pain, however, has not been
severe. The first operation was performed in April, 1890, so
that this patient has had immunity from pain for two years
and a half 
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SMALL-POX PREVALENCE.

SMALL-POX still prevails largely at Warrington, some

thirty cases a week being notified. The disease smoulders in
some of the badly protected Yorkshire towns, as Dews-

bury and Halifax, and there has been a distinct appear-
ance in Manchester. The metropolis does not appear to
be suffering at all severely, only a few cases being reported
per week. All these several facts are, however, not reassuring
with regard to the prospects of a general epidemic extension
of the disease at a later period. The type of the disease at
Warrington appears to be severe and fatal. Already eleven
deaths have occurred in the hospital, and haemorrhagic cases
are beginning to occur amongst the 112 who are now isolated
there. Small-pox has also appeared in the village of Wood-
house, near Sheffield, and the cases have been sent to the
Lodge Moor Hospital. 
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NERVE ENDINGS IN THE INTESTINE AND
KIDNEY.

IN the Bnlletin of the Johns Hop7ains Hospital, No. 23,
a paper is published by Mr. Henry J. Berkley a r&eacute;sum&eacute; of which

appears in a recent number of the Neicrotogisehes Centralblatt.
His experiments were carried out on dogs and mice, and he
found that in the outer layers of the muscularis mucosse of
the small intestine of the mouse a well-developed plexus of
fine and coarse fibres exists which in general run parallel to
the muscular fibres. Immediately under the muscle in the
mucosa are more or less regular bundles of two or three fibres
which are arranged around the bloodvessels. Some of these
run to the free surface of the gut or of the villi. In the cortex
of the kidney generally are numerous nerve fibres. The larger
branches run between the tubules, the smaller anastomose
in all directions with each other.

LIGATURE OF THE VERTEBRAL AND CAROTID
ARTERIES IN EPILEPSY.

THE operation of ligaturing the two vertebra arteries, with
an interval between the operations, for epilepsy not having
given satisfactory results, and having been abandoned both
by English and continental surgeons, Dr. Chalot of Toulouse
has proposed, and indeed carried out in a few instances, some
modifications. First of all he ligatured the vertebral arteries
of the two sides at one operation, and subsequently he con-
stricted the common carotid artery, so as to lessen its lumen
by about one half, at the same time and with the same incision
as he used for the vertebral artery. When this was done an
interval of a week or a fortnight was allowed to elapse before
the corresponding operation was performed on the other side.


